
CHRISTCHURCH NEWSLETTER 
CANONS REGULAR OF ELTHAM 

Christchurch Priory, 229 Eltham High Street, London, SE9 1TX 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fricker CRE  Parish Secretary:  Rebecca Thomas 

Telephone:  020 8850 1666  Email:  eltham@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Office Opening Times: Monday-Friday (9am-3pm) & Saturday (9am-1pm) 
Website:  www.christchurcheltham.org.uk  Live Stream:  www.churchservices.tv/eltham 

_____________________________________________________  

BAPTISMS 
 

Last week we welcomed Francesca and Savannah Mannion and 
Gabriella Abiamuwe into the Church.  This week we welcome Nahla 
Isabelle Carter.  Please pray for the children and their families at this 
important time. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION COURSES 
 

Applications for First Holy Communion courses 2026/27 are open.  Visit 
 

https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/First-Holy-Communion-Courses/ 

 

RCIA 
 

A new RCIA course starts again this autumn.  This programme is for any 
adult interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith, whether you are 
not yet a Christian, a member of another community, an adult Catholic who 
hasn’t yet been confirmed, or just curious.  Please see Father John after 
Mass for more information. 
 

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING  
 

Father John will be signing primary and secondary school supplementary 
forms on the following dates: 
 

Fridays 
3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Saturdays  
3.00pm - 5.00pm 

  
25 Sep 

 
3 Oct 

9 Oct 
 

16 Oct 
 

10 Oct 
 

17 Oct 

23 Oct  
 

 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

Today is Education Day, and there will be a Second Collection for the 
Catholic Education Service which acts on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference to support Catholic Education.  They have a strong and positive 
working relationship with the British and Welsh governments, sharing the 
aims of high academic standards for all, and increased parental choice.  
There are over 2,000 Catholic schools, academies and colleges in England 
and Wales.  The Catholic Church and the Church of England together provide 
one third of all the schools in the country.  Please donate generously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 13 September 2026 
 
Today’s Readings  1st Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7;  2nd Reading:  Romans 14:7-9;   
Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Online Missal   https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20261309/mass.htm 
 

Psalm Response  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia, Alleluia!  A new commandment I give to you, says the Lord, that you love one 
another, just as I have loved you.  Alleluia! 

All Masses are streamed live. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
6pm Sat - Vigil Mass  
(No Vigil Mass between third 
weekend in July and first 
weekend in September) 
9.30am - Children’s Mass  
11.30am - Mass 
6.30pm - Mass 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon-Fri 9am 
Sat 12 noon  
 

Bank Holidays:  
12 noon 
Holy Days of Obligation: 
9am, 12 noon and 8pm 
 

Confession:  
Sat 11am-12 noon  
 

Exposition: 
Wed after 9am Mass 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 
Sat 11.15am-11.25am  
 

Rosary:  
Sat 11.30am-11.50am 
 

Missed a special celebration? 
You can watch a recording on 
our website 
 

https://www.christchurcheltha
m.org.uk/Live-Streaming/ 
 
double click on ‘recordings’ 

mailto:eltham@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/eltham
https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/First-Holy-Communion-Courses/
https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20261309/mass.htm
https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/Live-Streaming/
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REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR 
THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY (A) 

 
Readings:  Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7;  Psalm 103 (102) 2:1-

4, 9-12; Romans 14:7-9;  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

The key to our readings today is the line of Psalm 102, missing from the verses we 
read from the psalm, but used as a response to it:  “The Lord is compassionate and 
merciful, slow to anger and rich in mercy”.  This is how God deals with “those who 
fear God” (“fear” meaning ‘loving reverence’, not ‘dread’) and we are called to be 
like our loving, compassionate, merciful God in our dealings with each other.  It 
would have been helpful if verse 7 had not been omitted:  “The Eternal made known 
God’s ways to Moses/ God’s acts to the people of Israel”, as the verse used as a 
response takes us back to the revelation to Moses in Exodus 34:6:  “The Eternal One 
passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Eternal, the Eternal, a God of tenderness and 
compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness;  for thousands God 
maintains God’s kindness, forgives faults, transgression, sin …”.  What is left out in 
the psalm from the Exodus passage is mention of God’s “punishing the father’s fault 
in the children and in the grandchildren to the third and fourth generation”. Instead, 
the psalm places exclusive emphasis on divine compassion and forgiveness.   
The major theme of the Book of Ecclesiasticus is the pursuit of wisdom.  (The book is 
also known as The Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach.)  Today, we read of the wisdom of 
forgiving our neighbour:  “Does one person harbour anger against another and yet 
seek for healing from God? Does he/she have no mercy towards someone like 
him/herself and yet pray concerning his/her own sins?”  The dramatic parable told by 
Jesus in our reading from the Gospel of Matthew is a pertinent illustration of this.  It 
comes at the end of chapter 18, known as Matthew’s ‘Sermon on Church Life’, and 
shapes the interpretation of the whole chapter.  Peter provides the foil for Jesus’ 
teaching by asking how often he must forgive a sinning brother or sister, suggesting a 
limit of seven times.  The parable doesn’t quite answer Peter’s question about the 
quantity of forgiveness but provides an image of the context for such forgiveness.  If 
the parable had ended with the king “out of compassion” surprising the debtor by 
actually forgiving the entire debt, it would have been a wonderful story of God’s 
limitless compassion and forgiveness.  Recalling Jesus’ response to Peter, we might 
have expected the debtor to have forgiven his “fellow servant” his debt of a much 
smaller amount.  Instead and shockingly, he grabs him by the throat and throws him 
into prison.  The king, on hearing about this, exercises justice for the sake of the 
powerless victim.  His words are the key to the parable:  “Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?”  The servant hadn’t learnt 
from having received compassion and undeserved forgiveness himself – they were 
merely something that just ‘happened’ to him, not an extraordinary event that 
changed his way of viewing the world.  As Jesus says to Peter, what is needed is to 
forgive each other “from your heart”. What is called for is a totally new way of 
viewing the world – metanoia, a change of heart.  This parable cautions against a 
legalistic or closed way of experiencing life that filters the unexpected through the 
narrow categories of rights and duties.  Once again Jesus is stressing God’s words in 
the prophet Hosea, “What I want is mercy, not sacrifice” (Hosea 6:6; cf. Matthew 
9:13; 12:7).   
Paul began the section of his Letter to the Romans from which we read today with a 
call for unity in the early Christian community in Rome.  As with the Christians in 
Corinth, disputes had arisen over practices concerning eating meat that had been 
sacrificed to idols, as well as other issues. Rather than respond to any one practice, 
Paul formulates a rule of conduct which could be applied in a variety of 
circumstances, including Sabbath observance.    Recognition of and respect for 
individual differences is called for in order to foster unity.  Ironically, it is those who 
demand absolute conformity who “pass judgement” (14:4) and so create division.  
Paul stresses that all our actions impact on others and the benchmark we should 
have is the example of Christ who died for us.  At the end of this whole section he 
makes this explicit:  “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (15:5-6). 
 

Sr Margaret Shepherd nds 
 

 

 
 

LITURGY AND FAITH 
 

 
 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross, celebrated each year on  
14 September, calls the faithful to gaze upon 
an instrument of torture and see in it the very 
hinge of salvation history.  The feast traces its 
roots to the fourth century, when Saint 
Helena, mother of the Emperor Constantine, 
journeyed to Jerusalem and according to 
tradition, discovered the relic of the True 
Cross.  The dedication of the Basilica of the 
Holy Sepulchre soon followed, built upon the 
site of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, 
and it is this consecration that the Church 
commemorates each autumn.  What began 
as a local celebration in Jerusalem spread 
throughout Christendom, becoming one of 
the oldest feasts in the liturgical calendar and 
a profound witness to the Church’s enduring 
memory of Calvary. 
 

What makes this feast so striking is its 
paradox: we do not mourn the cross, we exalt 
it.  The wood that once bore the weight of 
injustice and suffering becomes, through 
Christ’s obedience, the very tree of life.  Saint 
Paul captured this mystery when he wrote to 
the Galatians of boasting in the cross, and the 
Church has never stopped echoing that 
startling confidence.  In the crucifix hanging in 
our homes, in the sign we trace upon 
ourselves, in the wood raised high at the end 
of Good Friday’s liturgy, we proclaim that 
suffering, when united to Christ, is not the 
final word.  Death has been swallowed up, 
and the instrument of shame has become the 
standard of victory. 
 

For a parish community, this feast offers a 
quiet invitation to examine how we carry our 
own crosses.  September, often a month of 
new beginnings, school years starting, 
ministries resuming, routines settling back 
into place, is a fitting time to renew our 
willingness to follow Christ, who told his 
disciples that whoever wishes to come after 
him must take up his cross daily.  The 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross reminds us that 
our parish is built, quite literally, on this same 
mystery.  Every crucifix in our sanctuary, every 
rosary bead pressed between fingers, every 
quiet act of patience or forgiveness offered in 
difficulty, becomes a small exaltation of the 
cross in our midst, a sign to one another that 
love has already conquered. 
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ONLINE DONATIONS  
 

 
 
Did you know that you can donate 
online, with the option to Gift Aid 
your donations?  Please scan the 
QR Code below or use the following 
link to access the DONA portal: 
 

https://donate.mydona.com/christ
church-parish-eltham 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

Please register your details 
with the parish using the QR 
code below.  
 

 
 

For queries, please email Maria-
Christina Eskioglou (one of our 
parish volunteers) who can help 
you at elthamjoin@rcaos.org.uk 
 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

 

Sunday: 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday: 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 
Thursday: 

9.30am  Children’s Mass 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
6.30pm  Mass  
 
9.00am Mass 
9.30am  Toddler Group in the Halls 
1.45pm  Life Ascending meeting in the 
Priory 
 
9.00am  Mass 
 
9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Church 
 
9.00am  Mass 
 

Friday : 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday: 

9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Friday Coffee Shop in the 
Main Hall 
8.00pm  Baptism Preparation Course in the 
Priory 
 
9.00am  FHC 1-Yr Course in the Halls 
11.00am  Confession in the Church 
11.15am  Divine Mercy chaplet in the Church 
11.30am  Rosary in the Church 
12 noon  Mass 
3.00pm  Baptism of Nahla Isabelle Carter 
6.00pm  Vigil Mass 
 
9.30am  Children’s Mass  
9.30am  Children’s Liturgy in the Halls 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
6.30pm  Mass 
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STM COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL OPEN EVENTS 
 
 

 
 

 Every event will include a tour of the school, a talk 
from the Headteacher and an admission pack: 

 

Monday 21 September 2026 
9:00am | 9:50am | 2:30pm 
 

Tuesday 22 September 2026 
9:00am | 9:50am | 2:30pm 
 

Wednesday 23 September 2026 
5:00pm – 8:00pm (Open Evening) 
 

Thursday 24 September 2026 
2:30pm 
 

Friday 25 September 2026 
2:30pm 
 

** Visits must be prebooked, use link  
STM Eventbrite 

 

Please do not book an Open Day and an Open 
Evening session for the same child. 

 

LIFE ASCENDING 
 

 
 Monday 14 September at 1.45pm 

 

Christchurch Priory 
 

A short talk about 
 

                  FAITH 
 

    
All are welcome 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTCHURCH COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 
 

The Christchurch Community Choir is seeking 

new recruits.  To find out more, please contact 

Michele at micele1974@gmail.com or on 

077 594 72391.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS 
IN AN EMERGENCY TELEPHONE POLICE ON 999 

 

Mary-Jane Crowley – Head of Safeguarding maryjanecrowley@rcaos.org.uk 
Safeguarding Office     safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency  admin@catholicsafeguarding.org.uk 
Lydia Redman – Parish Safeguarding Rep elthamsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 
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