CHRISTCHURCH NEWSLETTER

CANONS REGULAR OF ELTHAM
Christchurch Priory, 229 Eltham High Street, London, SE9 1TX
Parish Priest: FrJohn Fricker CRE Parish Secretary: Rebecca Thomas

Telephone: 020 8850 1666 Email: eltham@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Office Opening Times: Monday-Friday (9am-3pm) & Saturday (9am-1pm)
Website: www.christchurcheltham.org.uk Live Stream: www.churchservices.tv/eltham

Sunday 20 September 2026

Today’s Readings 1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9; 2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20b-24, 27;

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

Online Missal https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20262009/mass.htm

Psalm Response The Lord is close to all who call him.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, that we may pay attention to the words of your

Son. Alleluia!

FUNERAL

Please remember to pray for repose of the souls of the faithful departed.
We especially remember Kevin Curtin. A funeral Mass will be held here
at Christchurch on Monday 28 September at 11.30am.

BAPTISMS

This week we welcome Enzo Carlo Magliocco and Sofia Coletta
Whitehorn into the Church. Please pray for the children and their families
at this important time.

DIOCESAN ANNUAL MASS COUNT

Over the next four weeks, the Bishops of England & Wales oblige us to
count the number of people at Sunday Mass beginning this weekend. An
Annual Mass Count is taken each autumn for four consecutive Sundays. The
statistics are used to assess how the Church is developing and for future
planning.

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING

Father John will be signing primary and secondary school supplementary
forms on the following dates:

Fridays Saturdays
3.00pm-5.00pm 3.00pm -5.00pm

25 Sep 3 Oct

9 Oct 10 Oct
16 Oct 17 Oct
23 Oct

SECOND COLLECTION

Today is Home Mission Sunday for England and Wales (formerly
Evangelii Gaudium Sunday) and there will be a Second Collection to
provide the bishops of England and Wales with resources to support
Home Mission, the domestic spread of the gospel. The money collected
enables a breadth of work to be done in support of parish evangelisation.

All Masses are streamed live.

Sunday Masses:

6pm Sat - Vigil Mass

(No Vigil Mass between third
weekend in July and first
weekend in September)
9.30am - Children’s Mass
11.30am - Mass

6.30pm - Mass

Weekday Masses:
Mon-Fri 9am
Sat 12 noon

Bank Holidays:

12 noon

Holy Days of Obligation:
9am, 12 noon and 8pm

Confession:
Sat 11am-12 noon

Exposition:
Wed after 9am Mass

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Sat11.15am-11.25am

Rosary:
Sat 11.30am-11.50am

Missed a special celebration?
You can watch a recording on
our website

https://www.christchurcheltha
m.org.uk/Live-Streaming/
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PARISH LIGHT LUNCH

The parish lunch last Saturday was
attended by parishioners of all ages and
was a great success. Representatives from
the RCIA programme were available to chat to
those wishing to find out more about the
Catholic Faith. Other parish groups will be
invited to promote their work in future.

REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR
THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY (A)

Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145 (144):2-3, 8, 17-18;
Philippians 1:20b-24, 27; Matthew 20:1-16

“God is never outdone in generosity.” This is atheme running through our
readings today. The passage from the Second Book of Isaiah anticipates
a joyous homecoming to Jerusalem for those who have spent years of
exile in Babylon. God is inviting them to return to God’s holy city — but
they have to want to return, to embrace fully the future that God is now
offering them. So Isaiah urges them to trustin God’s promises of
salvation: “return to God”, not to take the easy way out of simply staying
put: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,/neither are your ways my
ways, declares the Eternal One.” The verses following this passage which
conclude the Second Book of Isaiah try to encourage them: “For you shall
go outinjoy/and be led forth in peace” (55:12), for “so shall my word be
that goes out from my mouth,/it shall not return to me empty,/but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose” (55:11), which is a strong echo of the
early verses of this book: “The grass withers, the flower fades,/but the
word of our God will stand for ever” (40:8). Isaiah reminds us today that
“our God. ... is rich in forgiving”, the theme of last Sunday’s readings,
referring us back to the revelation to Moses in Exodus 34, and echoed
again in Psalm 145 today: “The Eternal One is kind and full of
compassion,/slow to anger, abounding in mercy”.

The abundance of God’s love is demonstrated in the parable Jesus tellsin
the Gospel of Matthew. The central figure is the generous landowner,
who appears at key moments in the story and determines its shape. The
surprise of the parable is provocative. Essential to its interpretation is
that the order of justice is maintained: the grumbling workers received
what they agreed upon. Justice provides the background against which
goodness can appear as true goodness. The final words of the owner
reveal the deeper problem of the workers: “...do you begrudge my
generosity?” (literally:“Is your eye evil because | am good?”). In
Matthew, “the eye is the lamp of the body” (6:22), which should be
plucked out if it causes one to sin (5:29). The attitude of the grumbling
servants distorts their view of the world. The parable calls us to believe
that God’s justice played out in this world is not limited by human
conceptions of strict mathematical judgment, where reward is in
proportion to effort or merit. Mercy and goodness challenge us, as they
did the workers in the parable, to move beyond justice. God’s ways are
not our ways. Categories of worth and value by which we often separate
ourselves from others are reversed in God’s eyes.

Generosity is something which defined the early Christians at Philippi, for
whom Paul had a special bond of affection, even accepting gifts of money
from them. In his Letter to the Philippians, he expresses his joy, trust,
hope and confidence, based on the certainty of Christ’s love: “For to me
to live is Christ.” He urges and encourages them: “Let your manner of life
be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” He wants them to“approve what is
excellent” (1:10), so that they will be “filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (1:11).
Last Saturday, September 12", our Jewish friends celebrated their New
Year. We wish them a good and sweet New Year, filled with hope and
peace for each one of them and for all humanity.

Sr Margaret Shepherd nds



EVENTS THIS WEEK

Sunday: 9.30am Celebration Mass Friday : 9.00am Mass
11.30am Mass After 9.00am Mass Friday Coffee Shopin the
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass Main Hall
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall 3.00pm School form signingin the Priory
6.30pm Mass 6.00pm Christchurch Community Choirin
the Meeting Room
Monday: 9.00am Mass 8.00pm Baptism Preparation Course in the
9.30am Toddler Group in the Halls Priory
Tuesday: 9.00am Mass Saturday: 9.00am FHC Induction Course in the Priory
11.00am Confessionin the Church
Wednesday: 9.00am Mass 11.15am Divine Mercy chaplet in the Church
After 9.00am Mass Exposition of the 11.30am Rosary in the Church
Blessed Sacrament in the Church 12 noon Mass
7.00pm Wedding Preparation Course —The 3.00pm Baptism of Enzo Carlo Magliocco
Readings in the Priory 6.00pm Vigil Mass
Thursday: 9.00am Mass Sunday: 9.30am Children’s Mass

9.30am Children’s Liturgy in the Halls
11.30am Mass

After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass

Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall
3.00pm Baptism of Sofia Coletta Whitehorn
6.30pm Mass

ONLINE DONATIONS

DonNa

Did you know that you can donate

e

19 September to 27 September 2026

online, with the option to Gift Aid SAT 19 The Blessed Virgin Mary

your donations? Please scan the 12noon  May Lynam — intentions

QR Code below or use the following 6.00pm Sister Susan —get well

link to access the DONA portal: SUN 20 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY (A)
9.30am Seamus Judge — RIP

https://donate.mydona.com/christ 11.30am  Molly Harding — intentions

church-parish-eltham (from the family)

6.30pm Parishioners

MON 21 St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, Feast
9.00am Nora Corkery — RIP

TUE 22 Feria
9.00am Maria Luyen Phan — 4™ anniversary RIP

RCIA WED 23 St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio). Priest_Memorial

9.00am Stephen Jordan — RIP
A new RCIA course starts this P

month. This programme is for any THU 24 Our L adv of Walsingham. Feast
adult interested in learning more 9.00am  Joan Lipp —RIP

about the Catholic Faith, whether (Jones family)

you are not yet a Christian, a ERI 25 Feria

member of another community, an 9.00am Mare Tims — RIP

adult Catholic who hasn’t yet been (Pat Tims)

confirmed, or just curious. Please SAT 26 The Blessed Virgin Mary

see Father John after Mass for more 12noon  Bemard and Marie — birthdays
information. (Pat Tims)

6.00pm Holy Souls

-I— SUN 27  TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY (A)
9.30am Lily O'Reilly — RIP

11.30am Flome Panday — birthday
6.30pm Parishioners
RCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH
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Dates
for the
diary

STM COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL OPEN EVENTS
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Every event will include a tour of the school, a talk
from the Headteacher and an admission pack:

Monday 21 September 2026
9:00am | 9:50am | 2:30pm
Tuesday 22 September 2026
9:00am | 9:50am | 2:30pm
Wednesday 23 September 2026
5:00pm - 8:00pm (Open Evening)
Thursday 24 September 2026

Discover the vibrant community at Christ the King Sixth Forms by attending
one of our open events. Explore our wide range of courses, tour our excellent

2:30pm facilities, and find out what makes our sixth forms the right choice for you.
Friday 25 September 2026
2'30pym P CTK Emmanuel CTK Aquinas CTK St Mary’s

** Visits must be prebooked, use link
STM Eventbrite

Please do not book an Open Day and an Open e
Evening Session for the same child. ctk.ac.uk/open-events @§ @ctksfc ’," @christthekingsfc @christthekingsfc

BOOK YOUR PLACE ONLINE NOW
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Please join us for the

800th Anniversary of the Transitus (death) of
St Franeds of Assisi
At Our Lady of the Angels, Erith
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SERVICE FOR THOSE THAT:
HAVE BEEN HARMED BY ABUSE
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1 Aug - 27 Sept - Weekend Masses with talks on Franciscan themes
3.0ct 5:30pm - Holy Mass, The Transitus and celebration afterwards
4 0ct - Mass of St Francis @ 10:30am (Archbishop John Wilson)

. v
s | An evening of hope & healing
n 26% Sept- 107 Oct - Exhibiton ofthe Eucharistic S8 o Ifb' h p] hn Wil &
25 e rc 1SNOp jonn 11son
% Miracles designed by St Carlo Acutis & \A}I:ednesday 30® Segtember 2026
; s s 6.30pm ef
The Relics of the Franciscan Saints St Georges Cathedral, SE1 7HY @

"Many times the pain of the victims has been
greater because they were not welcomed and

T
W == AT are welcome

@ listened to." Pope Leo XIV Jan 2026 @
SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS
IN AN EMERGENCY TELEPHONE POLICE ON 999
Mary-Jane Crowley - Head of Safeguarding maryjanecrowley@rcaos.org.uk
Safeguarding Office safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency admin@catholicsafeguarding.org.uk

Lydia Redman - Parish Safeguarding Rep elthamsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
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