
CHRISTCHURCH NEWSLETTER 
CANONS REGULAR OF ELTHAM 

Christchurch Priory, 229 Eltham High Street, London, SE9 1TX 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fricker CRE  Parish Secretary:  Rebecca Thomas 

Telephone:  020 8850 1666  Email:  eltham@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Office Opening Times: Monday-Friday (9am-3pm) & Saturday (9am-1pm) 
Website:  www.christchurcheltham.org.uk  Live Stream:  www.churchservices.tv/eltham 

_____________________________________________________  

FUNERALS 
 

Please remember to pray for repose of the souls of the faithful departed.  
We especially remember Kevin Curtin.  A funeral Mass will be held here 
at Christchurch tomorrow 28 September at 11.30am.   
 

We also especially remember baby Hallie Maria McGandy.  A funeral 
Mass will be held here at Christchurch on Tuesday 6 October at 12.30pm.   
 

NOTICE OF PASSING 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Wendy Burt who passed away on 
Thursday 17 September after a brief illness.   
 

BAPTISM 
 

This week we welcome Sofia Coletta Whitehorn into the Church.   Please 
pray for Sofia and her family  at this important time. 
 

RCIA 
 

If you are interested in finding out more about our RCIA programme for 
people wishing to join the Catholic Faith, there will be an information 
point outside the Main Hall after the Sunday morning Masses today. 

 

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING  
 

Father John will be signing primary and secondary school supplementary 
forms on the following dates: 
 
 

Fridays 
3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Saturdays  
3.00pm - 5.00pm 

  
9 Oct 

 
3 Oct 

16 Oct 
 

23 Oct 

10 Oct 
 

17 Oct 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

Friday 2 October is Family Fast Day, and there will be a Second 
Collection next weekend for the CAFOD Harvest Appeal.  Please support 
CAFOD’s important work around the world and help communities facing 
shortages of food and safe water.   
Donate using a CAFOD envelope at the back of the Church, online at 
cafod.org.uk/envelope, or by calling 0303 303 3030.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 27 September 2026 
 
Today’s Readings  1st Reading:  Ezekiel 18:25-28;  2nd Reading:  Philippians 2:1-11;  Gospel:  Matthew 21:28-32 
 

Online Missal   https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20262709/mass.htm 
 

Psalm Response  Remember your compassion, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia, Alleluia!  My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord, and I know them, and they 
follow me.  Alleluia! 

All Masses are streamed live. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
6pm Sat - Vigil Mass  
(No Vigil Mass between third 
weekend in July and first 
weekend in September) 
9.30am - Children’s Mass  
11.30am - Mass 
6.30pm - Mass 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon-Fri 9am 
Sat 12 noon  
 

Bank Holidays:  
12 noon 
Holy Days of Obligation: 
9am, 12 noon and 8pm 
 

Confession:  
Sat 11am-12 noon  
 

Exposition: 
Wed after 9am Mass 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 
Sat 11.15am-11.25am  
 

Rosary:  
Sat 11.30am-11.50am 
 

Missed a special celebration? 
You can watch a recording on 
our website 
 

https://www.christchurcheltha
m.org.uk/Live-Streaming/ 
 
double click on ‘recordings’ 

mailto:eltham@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/eltham
https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20262709/mass.htm
https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/Live-Streaming/
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REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR 
THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY (A) 

 
Readings:  Ezekiel 18:25-28;  Psalm 25 (24):4-9;  

Philippians 2:1-11;  Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Our own personal, individual response to God’s call to turn to God with our 
whole heart is a theme running through our readings today.  The focus of Chapter 
18 of Ezekiel, the prophet of the Babylonian Exile, is on individual responsibility 
for one’s actions.  Through his prophet, God tells those suffering the painful 
experience of exile that they cannot take the traditional way out and blame their 
predecessors for what they are going through.  God challenges them to accept 
responsibility for their own actions, for which they will be judged.  God goes on 
to call them to repentance:  “Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! … I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God,; so turn, and live.”  (Ezek 
18:31-32)  As the former Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks, said in one of his Thoughts for 
the Day, “Forgiveness is not about denying responsibility, it’s about accepting it. 
Yes, I did it. Yes, it was my fault. And I now see that I was wrong. That’s saying 
sorry not as a gesture of regret but of remorse. Remorse cuts deeper than regret. 
And it seeks not just appeasement but forgiveness.”  Recently, on September 12th, 
our Jewish friends celebrated their New Year, a key moment in the Jewish season 
of repentance, culminating in Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, last Monday, 
September 21st.  Let us wish them a new year of blessing and peace. 
 

In Psalm 25 the stress is on the speaker’s sense of having gone astray – “Do not 
remember the sins of my youth” and his desire for guidance from God about the 
way he should follow:  “Lord, make me know your ways,/Teach me your paths.”  
The whole psalm is spoken from the perspective of the individual.   
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, with the crowds crying, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Mt 21:9) is followed by a challenge to his 
authority and the important trilogy of polemical and very ‘Matthean’ parables, 
one of which we read today and another next Sunday.  At this point in the gospel 
the gulf between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders becomes steadily wider.  
We need to remember that Matthew wrote his Gospel in the last quarter of the 
1st century CE, when there were claims and counterclaims made between the 
emerging Christian group and the new rabbinic movement after the destruction 
of the Temple in 70 CE.  In the story of the two sons, Matthew doesn’t just chide 
the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time but warns his own early Christian community: 
“Which of the two did the will of his father?”  Reference to the “will of the father” 
occurs elsewhere in Matthew’s Gospel, always in the context of Jesus’ instruction 
of disciples (e.g. Mt 7:21 – “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.”  Jesus’ own prayer is that he might do the Father’s will:  “My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”  (Mt 26:42).  Matthew’s 
community is to imitate the “good son”.  It, too, is composed of people who, like 
Peter, said no, perhaps by denying Christ at times of persecution, but who turned 
back to God and were transformed by his grace. 
 

The reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians provides the foundation of such 
conversion:  rootedness in Christ.  Jesus, says Paul, is the truly obedient Son who 
says yes to his Father in the most radical way.  The initial verses of the hymn here 
explode with verbs of “doing”:  Jesus did not grasp at equality with God but 
emptied himself;  he took on the form of a slave; he was obedient to the point of 
a criminal’s death.  Then the verbs shift:  God is now the “doer” by exalting Jesus 
and giving him a name above every name.  This is the attitude of Christ Jesus that 
true followers of Jesus are to adopt:  “Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus.” – or, a better, more forceful translation, “In your minds you 
must be the same as Christ Jesus.” 
 

Sr Margaret Shepherd nds 
 

 

 
 
 

LITURGY AND FAITH 
 

 
 

WHISPERS OF GRACE 
 

Every soul, from the moment of its creation, is 
given a companion who never sleeps, never 
tires and never abandons post.  The 
memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels, 
celebrated on 2 October, reminds us of this 
quiet mercy woven into the fabric of our 
existence.  These heavenly guardians, as 
Christ himself taught, “always see the face of 
my Father who is in heaven” – and in seeing 
that face, they turn towards us with the same 
tender attentiveness, guiding our steps even 
when we cannot perceive their presence.  
 

A PARISH FAMILY, DOUBLY WATCHED 
 

For our parish community, this feast is a 
gentle invitation to remember that we do not 
walk alone – not as individuals, and not as a 
family of faith gathered under one roof.  Each 
parishioner carries an unseen guarding into 
every Mass, every gathering, every quiet 
prayer offered in the pews.  When we greet 
one another at coffee hour or serve together 
at a parish ministry, we might imagine that 
larger, unseen assembly of angels standing 
beside us, rejoicing in our fellowship and 
interceding for our shared mission. 
 

LIVING WITH ANGELIC TRUST 
 

Practically, this memorial calls us to a 
renewed confidence in providence.  Perhaps 
it means teaching our children the old prayer 
– “Angel of God, my guarding dear” – so they 
grow up trusting they are never truly alone.  
Perhaps it means pausing before a difficult 
decision to ask our guardian’s quiet counsel, 
or simply offering gratitude for the countless 
small protections we never noticed.  In a 
parish so often stretched thin by service and 
sacrifice, what a comfort to recall that grace 
multiplies our efforts far beyond what we 
alone could accomplish. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODDLER GROUP 
 

The Toddler group is now back in full 
swing after the summer break.  
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ONLINE DONATIONS  
 

 
 
Did you know that you can donate 
online, with the option to Gift Aid 
your donations?  Please scan the 
QR Code below or use the following 
link to access the DONA portal: 
 

https://donate.mydona.com/christ
church-parish-eltham 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

Please register your details 
with the parish using the QR 
code below.  
 

 
 

For queries, please email Maria-
Christina Eskioglou (one of our 
parish volunteers) who can help 
you at elthamjoin@rcaos.org.uk 
 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

 

Sunday: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: 
 
 
 
Tuesday: 
 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 
Thursday: 

9.30am  Children’s Mass 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
3.00pm  Baptism of Sofia Coletta Whitehorn 
6.30pm  Mass  
 
9.00am Mass 
9.30am  Toddler Group in the Halls 
11.30am  Funeral of Kevin Curtin 
 
9.00am  Mass 
7.00pm  RCIA group 1 in the Priory 
 
9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Church 
 
9.00am  Mass 
3.00pm  SVP meeting in the Priory 

Friday : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday: 

9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Friday Coffee Shop in the 
Main Hall 
10.00am  RCIA group 2 in the Priory 
8.00pm  Baptism Preparation Course in the 
Priory 
 
9.00am  FHC 1-Yr Course in the Priory 
11.00am  Confession in the Church 
11.15am  Divine Mercy chaplet in the Church 
11.30am  Rosary in the Church 
12 noon  Mass 
3.00pm  School form signing in the Priory 
6.00pm  Vigil Mass 
 
9.30am  Celebration Mass  
9.30am  Children’s Liturgy in the Halls 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
3.00pm  Baptism of Rodrigues Deda and 
Mariah Boyce 
6.30pm  Mass 
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RELICS OF ST GERARD MAJELLA 
ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL, SOUTHWARK 

** Friday 2 October ** 
 

 
 

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella on 

Friday 2 October and celebration of  

St Gerard's 300th anniversary.  Relics for 

personal prayer from 5pm, Mass 

celebrated by Bishop Gerard Bradley at 

6pm, with blessing afterwards. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
---- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

AN EVENING WITH JACQUES FESCH 
 

** 1 October 6.30pm arrival for 7pm start ** 
St George's Cathedral (Amigo Hall), Southwark 

 

 

Join Archbishop John Wilson and Fr Rupert 

Allen CO to explore the extraordinary 

conversion of Jacques Fesch.  Archbishop John 

will give an introduction and reflection, 

followed by a talk from Fr Rupert on his book 

about Fesch's journey from murder to mercy.  

All welcome & refreshments are available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS 
IN AN EMERGENCY TELEPHONE POLICE ON 999 

 

Mary-Jane Crowley – Head of Safeguarding maryjanecrowley@rcaos.org.uk 
Safeguarding Office     safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency  admin@catholicsafeguarding.org.uk 
Lydia Redman – Parish Safeguarding Rep elthamsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 
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