
CHRISTCHURCH NEWSLETTER 
CANONS REGULAR OF ELTHAM 

Christchurch Priory, 229 Eltham High Street, London, SE9 1TX 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fricker CRE  Parish Secretary:  Rebecca Thomas 

Telephone:  020 8850 1666  Email:  eltham@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Office Opening Times: Monday-Friday (9am-3pm) & Saturday (9am-1pm) 
Website:  www.christchurcheltham.org.uk  Live Stream:  www.churchservices.tv/eltham 

_____________________________________________________  

FUNERAL 
 

Please remember to pray for repose of the souls of the faithful departed.  
We especially remember baby Hallie Maria McGandy.  A funeral Mass 
will be held here at Christchurch on Tuesday 6 October at 12.30pm.   
 

NOTICE OF PASSINGS 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Peter Glyde who passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday 1 September, and Wendy Burt who passed away 
on Thursday 17 September following a brief illness; funeral details to 
follow. 

 
BAPTISM 

 

This week we welcome Rodrigues Deda and Mariah Boyce into the 
Church.   Please pray for the children and their families at this important 
time. 

 
SCHOOL FORM SIGNING  

 

Father John will be signing primary and secondary school supplementary 
forms on the following dates: 
 
 

Fridays 
3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Saturdays  
3.00pm - 5.00pm 

  
9 Oct 

 
10 Oct 

 
16 Oct 

 
23 Oct 

17 Oct 

 
SECOND COLLECTION 

 

Friday 2 October was Family Fast Day, and there will be a Second 
Collection this weekend for the CAFOD Harvest Appeal.  Please support 
CAFOD’s important work around the world and help communities facing 
shortages of food and safe water.   
Donate using a CAFOD envelope at the back of the Church, online at 
cafod.org.uk/envelope, or by calling 0303 303 3030.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 4 October 2026 
 
Today’s Readings  1st Reading:  Isaiah 5:1-7;  2nd Reading:  Philippians 4:6-9;  Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-43 
 

Online Missal   https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20260410/mass.htm 
 

Psalm Response  The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia, Alleluia!  I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should abide.  Alleluia! 

All Masses are streamed live. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
6pm Sat - Vigil Mass  
(No Vigil Mass between third 
weekend in July and first 
weekend in September) 
9.30am - Children’s Mass  
11.30am - Mass 
6.30pm - Mass 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon-Fri 9am 
Sat 12 noon  
 

Bank Holidays:  
12 noon 
Holy Days of Obligation: 
9am, 12 noon and 8pm 
 

Confession:  
Sat 11am-12 noon  
 

Exposition: 
Wed after 9am Mass 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 
Sat 11.15am-11.25am  
 

Rosary:  
Sat 11.30am-11.50am 
 

Missed a special celebration? 
You can watch a recording on 
our website 
 

https://www.christchurcheltha
m.org.uk/Live-Streaming/ 
 
double click on ‘recordings’ 

mailto:eltham@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/eltham
https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20260410/mass.htm
https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/Live-Streaming/
https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/Live-Streaming/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR 
THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY (A) 

 

Readings:  Isaiah 5:1-7;  Psalm 79:9, 12-15, 19-20; 
Philippians 4:6-9;  Matthew 21:33-43 

 

The theme of God’s unfailing love for us – a love which we so often spurn – runs 
through our readings today.  The Bible offers a startling panorama of such 
spurned love and Isaiah’s Song of the Vineyard is a poignant reminder of it.  At 
the outset we are not told who the speaker is, nor what the relationship is 
between the parties of the love song.  Only later do we learn that God is the one 
who is singing of God’s beloved Israel.  God’s attentiveness for God’s people and 
land is expressed in the verbs “dug, cleared, planted, built, hewed out”.  Such 
verbs speak of complete and demanding devotion.  Tragically, the people fail to 
live up to their high calling, so “the vineyard” is destroyed, abandoned – the 
people go into exile.  Instead of the “justice” (Hebrew:  mishpat) God had sought, 
there had been “bloodshed” (Hebrew:  mishpach).  Instead of the 
“righteousness” God expected (Hebrew:  tzedakah), Israel produced “outcry” 
(Hebrew:  tze’akah). With such remarkable wordplay in the Hebrew text, the poet 
has moved from the language of agriculture to that of relationships within 
society/community, always the most important concern of the prophets.   
This text and its imagery are taken up in imaginative ways in the New Testament.  
Today’s gospel is a midrash/commentary on Isaiah’s song.  Matthew gives the 
story a decisive christological turn:  the accent now is not on the vineyard as 
such, but on the “owner’s son” who is heir, murdered by the tenants.  The 
relationship of vine and branches is taken up in John’s Gospel:  “I am the vine, 
you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in 
plenty;  for cut off from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  So the branches are 
expected to “bear fruit” as in Isaiah’s love song.  Here, the fruit is “love”, but 
such love is not far removed from Israel’s notion of “justice and righteousness”.  
In all the gospels, as in Matthew, the parable becomes an allegory of the 
rejection of Jesus by the Jerusalem establishment.  Tragically, the interpretation 
of the transfer of the vineyard to other tenants has fostered anti-Semitism 
throughout the ages.  The parable as spoken by Jesus had a more fundamental 
meaning:  the utterly illogical action of the owner in sending the son reflects the 
pattern in which a long-suffering and compassionate God reaches out to 
humanity in the face of the most blatant forms of apostasy and idolatry (see 
Hosea 11-12).  This parable expresses what the Jewish writer, Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, in his book, God in Search of Man, has called “the divine pathos”, 
which is the great paradox of biblical faith – God’s loving pursuit of humanity.  
Today’s gospel is often called “The Parable of the Wicked Tenants”;  a better title 
for it might be “The Parable of the Long-Suffering God”. 
Matthew does not revel in the destruction of the wicked tenants, but turns their 
fate back on his hearers, his emerging Christian community, stressing twice that 
they must bear fruit.  He wants them to look to their Jewish heritage not only as a 
warning but as guidance for their life.  And we must do the same.  Isaiah 
summoned the earlier tenants to justice and righteousness:  “Cease to do evil.  
Learn to do good, search for justice, help the oppressed, be just to the orphan, 
plead for the widow”  (Isaiah 1:17).  Those of us who do not bear similar fruit will 
hear the ominous words of Jesus, “I never knew you.  Depart from me, you 
evildoers” (Matthew 7:23).  This is also Paul’s call to the Christians at Philippi, 
whom he wants to be a community “bearing fruit” – “Let your 
tolerance/gentleness be evident to everyone”. The basic sense of the Greek word 
epeikes in the text here for “tolerance/gentleness” is “seemly/decent/just”, so 
Paul could be pleading for these Christians to be good citizens or members of 
this community which clearly was experiencing internal problems.  Echoes of 
both Isaiah and Matthew.    
The psalmist says in Psalm 79, which also speaks of Israel as God’s “vine”, 
destroyed because of the people’s spurning of God’s love:  “God of hosts, turn 
again, we implore … and we shall never forsake you again.”  That is the prayer of 
the Jewish community as it recently celebrated its New Year (September 25th was 
Yom Kippur, the great Day of Atonement) at this precious time of penitence and 
“returning” to the God who loves us so much  - and it is our prayer, too. 
  

Sr Margaret Shepherd nds 
 

 

 
 

LITURGY AND FAITH 
 

 
 

October is the month of the Rosary, 
dedicated to the prayer because of the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on  
October 7.   
 

That feast traces back to the Battle of 
Lepanto on October 7, 1571, when a 
Christian navel fleet defeated the 
Ottoman navy.  Pope Pius V had asked 
Catholics across Europe to pray the 
rosary for the outcome, and he credited 
the victory to Mary’s intercession.  The 
following year he established the feast 
(originally called Our Lady of the Victory), 
and it was later renamed Our Lady of the 
Rosary. 
 

In 1883, Pope Leo XIII formally dedicated 
October to the rosary and encouraged the 
faithful to pray it daily during the month, 
especially for the needs of the Church.  
He wrote a series of encyclicals on the 
rosary over his pontificate.  More 
recently, John Paul II proclaimed a Year of 
the Rosary (October 2002 to October 
2003) and added the luminous mysteries. 
 

In practice, parishes often hold 
communal rosaries, processions, and 
devotions throughout the month, and 
many Catholics take on a daily rosary as 
a spiritual discipline. 
 

Why not come along and take part 
praying the rosary in fellowship with 
others one Saturday morning here at 
Christchurch? Rosary begins at 
11.30am, after the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  Or join the public procession 
of the 41st Annual Rosary Crusade of 
Reparation on Saturday 17 October.  
The group will assemble at 1.45pm at 
Westminster Cathedral. Please see the 
poster at the back of the Church for 
more. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ONLINE DONATIONS  
 

 
 
Did you know that you can donate 
online, with the option to Gift Aid 
your donations?  Please scan the 
QR Code below or use the following 
link to access the DONA portal: 
 

https://donate.mydona.com/christ
church-parish-eltham 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

Please register your details 
with the parish using the QR 
code below.  
 

 
 

For queries, please email Maria-
Christina Eskioglou (one of our 
parish volunteers) who can help 
you at elthamjoin@rcaos.org.uk 
 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

 

Sunday: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: 
 
 
Tuesday: 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday: 

9.30am  Celebration Mass 
9.30am  Children’s Liturgy in the Halls 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
3.00pm  Baptism of Rodrigues Deda and 
Mariah Boyce 
6.30pm  Mass  
 
9.00am Mass 
9.30am  Toddler Group in the Halls 
 
9.00am  Mass 
12.30pm  Funeral of baby Hallie Maria 
McGandy 
7.00pm  RCIA group 1 in the Priory 
 
9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Church 
7.00pm  Wedding Preparation Course - 
Church Wedding Possibilities in the Priory 
 
9.00am  Mass 
 

Friday : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday: 

9.00am  Mass 
After 9.00am Mass  Friday Coffee Shop in the 
Main Hall 
10.00am  RCIA group 2 in the Priory 
3.00pm  School form signing in the Priory 
6.00pm  Christchurch Community Choir in 
the Priory 
8.00pm  Baptism Preparation Course in the 
Priory 
 
9.00am  FHC Induction Course in the Priory 
11.00am  Confession in the Church 
11.15am  Divine Mercy chaplet in the Church 
11.30am  Rosary in the Church 
12 noon  Mass 
3.00pm  School form signing in the Priory 
6.00pm  Vigil Mass 
 
9.30am  Children’s Mass  
9.30am  Children’s Liturgy in the Halls 
11.30am  Mass 
After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass   
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall  
6.30pm  Mass 
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LIFE ASCENDING 
 

 
 

 Monday 12 October at 1.45pm 
Christchurch Priory 

 

A short discussion about 
the way forward 

and 
CATHOLIC JOKES 

 

    
All are welcome 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS 
 

IN AN EMERGENCY TELEPHONE POLICE ON 999 
 

Mary-Jane Crowley – Head of Safeguarding  maryjanecrowley@rcaos.org.uk 
Safeguarding Office      safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency   admin@catholicsafeguarding.org.uk 

     

http://www.scys.org.uk/
http://www.scys.org.uk/
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