CHRISTCHURCH NEWSLETTER

CANONS REGULAR OF ELTHAM
Christchurch Priory, 229 Eltham High Street, London, SE9 1TX
Parish Priest: FrJohn Fricker CRE Parish Secretary: Rebecca Thomas

Telephone: 020 8850 1666 Email: eltham@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Office Opening Times: Monday-Friday (9am-3pm) & Saturday (9am-1pm)

Website: www.christchurcheltham.org.uk Live Stream: www.churchservices.tv/eltham

Sunday 6 September 2026

Today’s Readings 1st Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9; 2nd Reading: Romans 13:8-10; Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

Online Missal https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Southwark/20260609/mass.htm

Psalm Response O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us

the message of reconciliation. Alleluia!

BAPTISMS

This week we welcome Frances and Fiona Turk into the Church. Please
pray for the children and their family at this important time.

PARISH LIGHT LUNCH AND RCIA

Our Christchurch volunteers will be hosting a light meet-and-greet lunch
in the Main Hall on Saturday 12 September at 12.30pm (straight after the
12 noon Mass). Don’t miss the opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners
over a hot meal. Suggested donation £5 per head includes soup, roll, cake,
and your choice of tea or coffee. Everyone welcome.

Calling all RCIA members past and present: did you/will you become a
Catholic through RCIA at Christchurch? If so, how about catching up at
the Parish Lunch? It would be great to see you all there, and family and
friends are welcome too!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION COURSES AND RCIA
Applications for First Holy Communion courses 2026/27 are open. Visit

https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/First-Holy-Communion-Courses/

A new RCIA course open to any adult wishing to become a Catholic
begins this autumn; please see Father John after Mass for more
information.

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING

Father John will be signing primary and secondary school supplementary
forms on the following dates:

Fridays
3.00pm -5.00pm

Saturdays
3.00pm - 5.00pm

25 Sep 3 Oct
9 Oct 10 Oct
16 Oct 17 Oct
23 Oct

SECOND COLLECTION

Next Sunday is Education Day, and there will be a Second Collection for
the Catholic Education Service. Please donate generously.

All Masses are streamed live.

Sunday Masses:

6pm Sat - Vigil Mass

(No Vigil Mass between third
weekend in July and first
weekend in September)
9.30am - Children’s Mass
11.30am - Mass

6.30pm - Mass

Weekday Masses:
Mon-Fri 9am
Sat 12 noon

Bank Holidays:

12 noon

Holy Days of Obligation:
9am, 12 noon and 8pm

Confession:
Sat 11am-12 noon

Exposition:
Wed after 9am Mass

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Sat 11.15am-11.25am

Rosary:
Sat 11.30am-11.50am

Missed a special celebration?
You can watch a recording on
our website

https://www.christchurcheltha
m.org.uk/Live-Streaming/

double click on ‘recordings’
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LITURGY AND FAITH

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
celebrated on 8 September, invites us to
ponder the quiet dawn before the sunrise of
our salvation. Though Scripture does not
record the details of Mary’s birth, the
Church has long treasured this feastas a
moment of profound hope. In the birth of
this one small child in Nazareth, God was
already setting in motion His plan to redeem
the world. Mary’s arrival was, in a real
sense, the first glimmer of the coming of
Christ-the morning star that precedes the
sun. Forus, this feastis areminder that
God often works through small, hidden
beginnings, and that no birth, or ordinary
day, is outside His providence.

This feast holds a special sweetness
because it celebrates not a saint’s death, as
is customary, but a birth-a beginning full of
promise. In Mary, humanity received a
vessel of extraordinary purity and grace, one
prepared from the first moment of her
existence to say yes to God’s invitation. Her
birth reminds us that holiness has a starting
point, that grace can take root in a person
from their earliest days, and that God
delights in preparing us, often long before
we are aware of it, for the particular role he
has for us. For parents and Godparents
especially, this feast can be an occasion to
reflect on the gift of new life and the call to
nurture the seeds of faith planted in every
child from the very beginning.

For Catholics, the Nativity of Mary offers a
model of quiet trust and hopeful beginnings.
Just as her birth prepared the way for the
Incarnation, our own small acts of
faithfulness—prayers said in silence,
sacrifices offered unseen-can prepare the
way for grace to work more fully in our lives
and in the lives of those around us. This
feast invites us to ask Mary’s intercession as
we begin new seasons of our own: a new
school year, a new ministry, a new
resolution towards holiness. Just as her
humble birth in Nazareth held within it the
hope of the whole world, so too can our
humble, ordinary days become fertile
ground for God’s extraordinary grace, if we,
like her, remain open and receptive to His
will.

REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY (A)

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95 (94):1-2, 6-9;
Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20

Throughout our readings today is the call to love God and love our
neighbour, the essence of what it means to be human. God reminds Ezekiel
of his responsibility as a prophet to keep calling the people to repent of their
sin against the God who loves them. Ezekiel hears that just as earlier he
was called to prophesy despite his distant location in Babylon, so now he
must continue in his calling despite the destruction of the city and temple in
Jerusalem.

The callin Psalm 95 is to “ring out our joy to God”, reminding us that the
Eternal One is “the rock who saves us”. Although the psalm begins as a
psalm of acclaim, it abruptly turns into a psalm of prophetic rebuke: “O that
today you would listen to God’s voice!” There is a stern reminder of the
people’s complaints against their saviour God during the years in the desert.
The place names of “Meribah”, meaning “Dispute” and “Massah”, meaning
“Testing” appear in Exodus 17 in the story of the Israelites’ resentful plea for
water in the wilderness. One of the earliest of the episodes of “murmuring”
is invoked here as an image of the people’s rebellious behaviour.

Last Sunday our reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans was from
chapter 12, where he exhorted the Christian community in Rome: “Let love
be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another
with brotherly and sisterly affection ...” (Rom 12:9). In chapter 13, from
which our reading is taken today, Paul returns to the subject of love: “Owe
no one anything, except to love each other..”

In other words, while civic obligations can and should be fulfilled, the
obligation to love can never be fully discharged. It is without limit. The
primacy of the commandment to love goes back to Jesus himself, who cites
the twofold commandment from his own Jewish heritage (see Mark 12:28-
34): love of God (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) and love of neighbour (Leviticus
19:18) — although Paul here only refers to the latter.

Chapter 18 of Matthew’s Gospel is the fourth of his great discourses and
focuses on internal relationships in the Christian community. It begins with
the call to care for those most vulnerable, represented by the “children”:
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones” (Mt 18:10) and the
“lost sheep” of the parable, searched for by the shepherd, while leaving “the
ninety-nine” (Mt 18:12-14). Clearly, like Paul, Matthew was faced with
situations in which particular members were a threat to the good of the
community. In our reading today, which deals with the unity and
reconciliation of differences in the community, the power of “binding and
loosing” earlier given to Peter (Mt 16:19) is granted to the whole community
of disciples. The instructions to correct another have a long history in the
Hebrew Bible. The key text is Leviticus 19:15-18, which enjoins not hating
others, but reproving them. Following what might be viewed as a hard
instruction in our Gospel reading, will come the teaching on forgiveness,
when to Peter’s question about how often he should forgive his brother,
Jesus answers, “Not seven ... but seventy seven times” (Mt 18:22).
Forgiveness, like love, must be without limit.

Sr Margaret Shepherd nds



Sunday:

EVENTS THIS WEEK

9.30am Children’s Mass Friday :
9.30am Children’s Liturgy in the Halls

11.30am Mass

After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass

Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall

3.00pm Baptism of Frances and Fiona Turk

9.00am Mass

After 9.00am Mass Friday Coffee Shop in the
Main Hall

8.00pm Baptism Preparation Course in the
Priory

6.30pm Mass

Monday: 9.00am Mass

9.30am Toddler Group in the Halls

Tuesday: 9.00am Mass

Wednesday: 9.00am Mass

After 9.00am Mass Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in the Church

Saturday: 11.00am Confession in the Church
11.15am Divine Mercy chaplet in the Church
11.30am Rosary in the Church
12 noon Mass
12.30pm Parish Meet and Greet Lunch in the
Main Hall
3.00pm Baptism of Francesca and Savannah
Mannion and Gabriella Abiamuwe
6.00pm Vigil Mass

7.00pm Wedding Preparation Course —The  Sunday: 9.30am Children’s Mass

Vows in the Priory

Thursday: 9.00am Mass

9.30am Children’s Liturgy in the Halls
11.30am Mass

After 9.30am and 11.30am Mass
Sunday Teas & Coffees in the Main Hall
6.30pm Mass

ONLINE DONATIONS

DonNna

Did you know that you can donate
online, with the option to Gift Aid
your donations? Please scan the
QR Code below or use the following
link to access the DONA portal:

https://donate.mydona.com/christ
church-parish-eltham

PARISH REGISTRATION

Please register your details
with the parish using the QR
code below.

For queries, please email Maria-
Christina Eskioglou (one of our

parish volunteers) who can help
you at elthamjoin@rcaos.org.uk

BB ChurchSuite

e

5 August to 13 September 2026

SAT b The Blessed Virgin Mary
12 noon The unbom

SUN 6 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY (A)

9.30am Vocations

11.30am Lydia D'Sa — RIP
(D’'Sa family)

6.30pm Parishioners

MON 7 Fena

9.00am Foundation Mass

TUE 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast
9.00am Foundation Mass

WED 9 St Peter of Pébrac, Priest, Memoaorial
9.00am Foundation Mass

THU 10 Feria
9.00am Vocations

FRI 11 Feria
9.00am New converts

SAT 12 The Blessed Virgin Mary
12 noon New to the parnish
6.00pm Parish benefactors

SUN 13 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY (A)
9.30am Seamus Judge — RIP

11.30am  Vocations

6.30pm Parishioners
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for the
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URGENT! STOP ASSISTED SUICIDE!

Please pick up a postcard from the back of the
Church.

The vote on assisted suicide is on 11
September.

Not Dead Yet UK have provided postcards you
can send to your MP to ask them to vote NO to
assisted suicide in the vote in the House of
Commons on 11 September.

Please take action now - collect ared and
white postcard, fill out your details, add a
stamp and post it to your MP today!

PARISH LIGHT LUNCH
Saturday 12 September
12.30pm
Main Hall

Suggested donation £5 per head includes

hot soup, bread roll, cake, tea or coffee.

ALL VERY WELCOME!
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LIFE ASCENDING

Monday 14 September at 1.45pm
Christchurch Priory
A short talk about
FAITH
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All are welcome

CHRISTCHURCH COMMUNITY CHOIR

The Christchurch Community Choir is seeking

new recruits. To find out more, please contact

Michele at micele1974@gmail.com or on

077 594 72391.
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SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS
IN AN EMERGENCY TELEPHONE POLICE ON 999

Mary-Jane Crowley - Head of Safeguarding

Safeguarding Office
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
Lydia Redman - Parish Safeguarding Rep

maryjanecrowley@rcaos.org.uk
safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk
admin@catholicsafeguarding.org.uk
elthamsgd@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
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